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Country report on sustainability of natural resources

1. Scope

Large-scale bio-energy developments can help us to clean up our energy sources, but can also represent a risk for the environment and for people. For example, if produced in the wrong way, bio-energy can drive deforestation, deprive indigenous people from their lands or food, or exacerbate water shortage in water scarce regions. 

In Southern Belgium (Wallonia), the regional law impose renewable energy sources to be sustained if the user wants to be granted green certificates for the generation of green energy (electricity and heat). This rule especially applies for imported biomass to power plants.

The Regulator (CwaPE) impose a country report (or region report in the case of large countries like Brazil and Russia) be prepared by an independent body to demonstrate that the management of the natural resources that are traded from this well-defined country or region of origin are well managed, in the sense that future generations will still be able to take advantage of them within several years.

The EU Institutions and several Member States such as the United Kingdom, the Netherlands Belgium and Germany have pledged to make bio-energy sourcing sustainable. The EU Commission and some Member States, are already working on a bio-energy verification scheme. A Global Roundtable for bio-fuels has also been established, with a Secretariat at the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne in Switzerland. IEA-Bioenergy (Task40), WWF and Ecofys have also inspired policy makers, NGOs, companies and other bio-energy stakeholders to work together towards a common international solution for a responsible bio-energy supply.

Laborelec has selected a “meta-standard” concept of verification that is central to the scheme of Electrabel. Instead of creating a totally new verification scheme, the EU would indeed ask bio-energy producers and suppliers to comply with existing or upcoming standards, such as the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council), http://www.fsc.org/en/ or the Roundtable Sustainable Palmoil (RSPO), http://www.rspo.org/. By doing this, the meta-standard system would build on the existing international experience in better management practices and roundtables, with broad and international multi-stakeholder consultation. 

Reporting of independent body

The auditor must check the status of natural resources conservation in the country of origin with respect to the primary resources that are used for making the biomass. Does the local raw material management aims at appropriate conservation of those natural resources?

1.1. Certified origin

If the delivered biomass is of certified origin according to some recognised international standards, the approved certificate numbers or references must be mentioned in the report.

	In the case of woody biomass:

· FSC (Forest Stewardship Council), http://www.fsc.org/en/ 

· PEFC (Pan European Forest Verification), http://www.pefc.org/internet/html/ 

· CSA-SFM (Canadian Standards Association’s Sustainable Forest Management)

· SFI (Sustainable Forest Initiative)

· FFCS (Finnish Forest Verification System)

· Approved pre-scope certificate of one of the endorsed forest management verification systems, with the intention of full verification
· GGLS5: Green Gold Label Forest management criteria; temporary approval

l

	In the case of agricultural resources:

· Roundtable Sustainable Palmoil (RSPO), http://www.rspo.org/ 

· Agricultural EUREPGAP, http://www.eurep.org/faq.html 

· GGLS2 –Agricultural Source Criteria

· Agricultural products grown in the EU
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1.2. Uncertified origin

Only if the delivered biomass is not formally certified according to one of those recognised international standard, sustainability principles must be fulfilled and the report must describe how those principles are encountered within the local practices for the production of biomass.

To do this, the reporter must rely on the basic principles as described in the existing reference verification systems, and namely

· Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) verification for forestry in case of woody biomass;

· Roundtable Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) for agricultural products.

Those principles can be summarised as follows:

· Respect of legislation on forestry (afforestation and management plans),

· Respect of legislation, rights and responsibility for soil use,

· Legislation, rights and responsibility for irrigation and water use,

· Respect of rights of local inhabitants,

· Respect of rights of workers (especially working children),

· Respect of legislation and responsible management of the waste streams,

· Respect of environmental legislation (emissions in air, water and soils).

The independent body is of course not supposed to perform a full FSC verification nor deliver a full guarantee that each sustainability criterion like addressed by FSC or RSPO are permanently formally implemented. But the reporter must mention if there are well established or observed contradictions to the mentioned sustainability criteria, if any. 
In this case, the reporter must add all additional useful explanations and references.

2. Annex: reference documents

2.1. Sustainability

The reporter must attach the references or a copy of available useful documents originating from the local authorities or from the company/companies that is/are producing the biomass fuel as well as the raw materials needed for producing the biomass fuels:

· management objectives in the form of a policy dealing with the sustainability of the natural resources (like forest) and all its functions,

· a description of the natural resources to be managed, environmental limitations, land use and socio-economic conditions,

· information gathered through resource inventories and a description of sylvicultural and/or other management system.

· rational rate of annual harvest and species selection,

· provisions for monitoring of natural resources growth and dynamics,

· environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments,

· plans for the identification and protection of rare, threatened and/or endangered species,

· maps describing the resource base including protected area/sites planned management and land ownership,

· description and justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be used,

· measures taken to prevent erosion, improve soil conditions, 

· re-forestation method and policy (machines, etc.),

· policy on the use of chemicals, soil improvers, lubrication oil, etc.
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